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27 April 1956

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT:" Agency Advances of Funds to BGN

1. At the request of] Budget Division, OC,
the attached statement on the Board on Geographic Names (Attachmenti 1)
was prepared for his use in briefing Mr. E. R. Saunders, Comptroller,
on the services rendered to CIA by BGN. The Agency had received a
request via the Bureau of the Budget from Representative Engle of the
Interior and Insular Affairs Committee :n Congress for information on
advances of funds made to BGN by CIA.

2. came to this morning and discussed
the situation withl |during which it was decided that

|would visit Mr. Saunders to give him the complete

picture of BGN-OBI relationships, services performed by BGN in
connection with the NIS Program, etc.

3. In the afternoonl |attended a meeting with
Mr. Saunders and| lin Alcott Hall and delivered to Mr.
Saunders the paper of background statements (Attachment 1) and
discussed with him the matters mentioned above. At this meeting
the "Schedule of Advances Made to Board of Geography' (Attachment 2)
setting forth the amounts advanced to BGN each year since 1948 was
approved for forwarding to Mr. Hamilton, Bureau of the Budget.

b, C, CLARRKE
Enclosure;
1. BGN Statements
2. Schedule of Advances to BGN
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27 April 1956

Md en Ceographic Names

l
: l
The BEIN is charged by statute with the standardization of |
geographic names ia the United States and its possessions, and all i
foreign areas. With the activation of the NIS Program in 1948, .
thore was a nsed for the devslopment of gasettoers to insure }
uniformity in geographic names throughout the approximately i
83 different sections and related base mape of the NIS for which
production respomnsibility was assigned to more than 40 different
components of IAC and non-IAC agencies. Arrangements were
made, therefors, to flscally support the BGN on 2 continuing
basis in the proparation of gasetteers for the NIS Program.

In sddition to the preduction of the gasetteers the BGN also
reviews for geographic aame comsistency all the contributions
received from the more than 40 contributors te this program. ;
At the time this gasstteer program wae started there were no '
other gasetteers in existence suitadle for NIS purposes, aad
there is otill no other gasetteer program in being that can maeet
requirements of the MIS Program and the intelligence commanity
a8 & whels.

Casettesrs have been produced on more than 85 of the 103
land areas of the werld. However, bechuse of the urgency of
making appreved standardised geographic names available to
NIS preduciag offices in the early stages of the NIS Program,
most of these gasettsers wers produced ia preliminary form
with the realisation that further name research and expansion
of thase gasettoers would be nscessary to fully meet MIS
requiremaents. Revisiem of thess preliminary gasettesrs is i
now underway. ,
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Specifically, the Office of Geography, Department of the Interior,
performs the following servides and fumctions im contributing to the
National Intelligence Survey.

8. Undertakesresesrch and gensrates standard geographic

aames for reproductioa and distribution by CIA. These

gasstieers cover all areas assigned for name standardization
research.

b. Effects name standardisation for and editing of base
maps used by all centributing agencics in their preparation
of NIS Sections amd other elements.

c. Edits all NIS elements produced by the contributing
agencies in the course of each fiscal ysar. This amounts to
editing the text and accompanying tables, figures, and maps
for accuracy and coastancy of geographic name usage of
approximately 5530 NIS elements.

d. Performs such other services as the editing of
supplementary geegraphic name lists, the maiatenance
of 3 goographic namse inquiries service, and the issuance
of gasettesr correction lists.

(CONFIBER AL
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jchedule of sdvances Made to Soard of usegruphy

spgnt !
1948 25X1
i 19% |
' 1950 | f
195
1%32
| 1953
1954
1938
1996 As of B/i7/56
1957 As of 4/27/%

25X 1

Note This revision, received this morning from

Chief, Budget Div, contains the corrections we previously had by

25X1 phone fro;@ BCC, 1 May 56.
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